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Just when I began to feel the warm sun break through the cool ocean 

breeze and think spring was finally here, the dark clouds gathered and a low 

pressure system rolled in bringing fierce winds and colder temperatures.  

Nevertheless, the threatening weather didn’t deter our resident yachties as 

a flurry of activity dockside proved the boating season had arrived in full 

regalia. I awoke to men and women proudly dressed in blue blazers and white 

slacks hurrying off to their assigned boats for opening ceremonies, the 

Parade of Commodores and Staff.   On the east coast April showers may 

bring May flowers but on the west coast it seems April brings Opening Day; 

a celebration announcing the official start of our yachting season with a 

blessing of the boats and their crew. And what a grand celebration was on 

display this past weekend at Channel Islands Harbor!  Each club held its own 

ceremony, steeped in tradition and filled with patriotism, ritual, prayer and 

music. 

 

As Commodore of Channel Islands Women’s Sailing Association, maybe I 

shouldn’t admit that this was my first Opening Day – ever.  Although for 

many a year I had witnessed Channel Islands Yacht Club’s celebration from 

our boat, this was my first opportunity to experience the event first-hand; 

both as a member of Anacapa Yacht Club and as a guest of Channel Islands 

Yacht Club. 

 

As we all know, none of these fabulous events would happen without the 

undying support and hard work of the many members who volunteer their 

time and talents.  So I would like to say first and foremost, thank you to the 

members of AYC and CIYC for putting together such moving ceremonies, as 

well as the extravagant and fun parties, and then sharing them with our 

community and the yachting community at large. 

 

Community is one of my favorite things about sailing and is really one of the 

reasons why I was so enthusiastic to participate in the inception of a 

women’s sailing association.  CIWSA has given me the opportunity to not only 

share my passion for the sport with other like-minded women, but it has also 

enriched my life through forging new friendships.  

 



Women bond in a unique way.  Women learn well from other women. There 

are all types of women sailors and there are even more types of possible 
women sailors. Some women are gregarious and outgoing and can easily 

maneuver through the sailing community, even as a newcomer.  But then 

there are other women who might be a little bit shy or uncertain how to 

enter into the boating world, especially when it comes to navigating through 

the somewhat choppy waters of a predominately male sport.   CIWSA gives 

these women a chance to enter into this unknown territory slowly and 

without pressure.  Either way, our mission of CIWSA is “to encourage and 

support women of all levels of experience.”  CIWSA is here to help women 

find their particular niche in boating, whether it is in racing or cruising or 

simply day sailing. 

 

Channel Islands Women’s Sailing Association is just that; a group of women 

who get together to share their passion for sailing.  As our Rear Commodore, 

Cindy Crocket says, “We don’t compete with yacht clubs, we complete them.”   

It is our intention to expose our members to the attributes and amenities of 

our entire local boating community, including and especially the various yacht 

clubs that host our meetings.  We are here to support and propagate sailing, 

encouraging this tradition to live on. 

 

CIWSA is only one year old, but we have accomplished much and I am so very 

proud of the women (and men) who have contributed to this organization.  

We are an incorporated non-profit with twenty-seven members and growing.  

We have brought in educational speakers, learned about navigation and GPS, 

encouraged racing and are developing a day sail program.  Yet there is still so 

much to do.  But you know the saying, “All work and no play makes Jill a dull 

girl.”  (Well, that’s not quite the way the saying goes.) 

 

So now that the ceremonies have ended, the boats are blessed, and the sky 

is clear…what do you say we untie the lines and go for a sail! 

 
See you on the water, 

Terri Potts-Chattaway 

 
 


