
Nobody competes to lose.  Letʼs face it, everybody wants to win.  But not participating 
for fear of failure wonʼt ever let you see what you are made of, nor will you have the 
opportunity to grow.  Besides that, if you try, you just might have some fun!

As most of you know, Jane Thomas, Jane Brockman and I went down to Long Beach 
and raced in the Linda Elias Memorial One Design Regatta.  I have a fairly  limited 
resume when it comes to racing and I have never as much as seen a regatta let alone 
participated in one.  Needless to say, I was quite intimidated by the reputation of 
LEMWOD and the caliber of women sailors I was competing with and against.  Still, 
when Jane told me Captain Fran Weber was putting together an over fifty  team, I set 
aside my trepidations and decided to challenge myself, not necessarily to win, but to do 
my personal best.

Fran brought together a mixture of women; some from WSA-SM, some from CIWSA 
and some were friends of friends.  Some were experienced and some of us, not so 
much.  One of the ladies, our gracious Long Beach host, Cheryl Lynch, actually  knew 
and sailed with Linda Elias.  It was really great to hear first hand what a lovely lady and 
talented sailor Linda was.  Cheryl shared with us her energy and incredible 
determination never to give up, especially when facing difficult situations.

Maybe that is why we all hung in there.  Maybe that is why not one of us gave up when 
the going got tough; we were channeling Lindaʼs positive energy.  I wonʼt lie to you, the 
regatta was a fierce competition and frankly, we got our buttʼs beat.  But we were there!  
We did it!  And best of all, we had fun while meeting some wonderful new friends.

As I have said before, I am not really  a racer at heart.  I love cruising.  Yet there is 
something that happens to my psyche when I look across the sea and I see eight boats 
filled with only  women, competing in a one-design regatta in Catalina 37ʼs; a high 
performance vessel used in the Congressional Cup  competition.  It is inspiring and 
empowering and I encourage everyone to try it at least once.  Win or lose, you will come 
back a more competent sailor and a more self-assured woman.

**************************************************************************

Later in the month of October, CIWSA held the Boo Cruise, a GPS scavenger hunt.  We 
had a good turnout; about twenty ladies.  After a brief introduction, we took off in our 
dinghies to follow the GPS trail and figure out the clues.  It was challenging and fun 
thanks to the efforts of Ingrid Martin and Dan Dickey.  Thanks too, to Cindy Crocketʼs 
father, Wendell Morrissett and his friend, Kitty, who stepped in and volunteered their 
time and their boat when we came up with one too short of dinghies.

The day ended with a delicious lunch at Yolandaʼs where the winners were presented 
with their prizes.  (Complimentary gift certificates to Yolandaʼs.  Thank you Cindy 
Crocket and thank you Rod!)  First place in the GPS cruise was Aixa de Luca and her 
crew.  First place for the best Halloween hat was Bobbi Balderman.  She wore a straw 
hat with a nest placed on top, complete with bunny and eggs.  And Honorable Mention 



must go to Holly Anderson who created a hat in the theme of our logo using Barbie as 
our mermaid.  Very clever!  Congratulations to all.

On November 5th, Jane Thomas, Cindy Crocket and I went down to Long Beach Yacht 
Club to be accepted in Southern California Yachting Association.  We are official 
members, ladies!  Congratulations and thank you all so much for your support.

And finally, to end the year, CIWSA is hosting a holiday party on Thursday, December 
8th at Channel Islands Yacht Club.  Look for the email flier to come soon.  You wonʼ t 
want to miss this one. 

Thatʼs all for now.  Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

See you on the water,

Terri Potts-Chattaway


